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Lincoln Options 

Opus 
A community dedicated to 

learning, kindness, and 
celebration! 

2015 November 

Calendar Cultivating Gratitude 
November 
7-8 – Used Book & Toy Sale 

10 – OCC Meeting 6:30 pm 

11 – NO SCHOOL 

13 – Early Release 

24 – OCC Meeting 6:30 pm 

26 – 27 – NO SCHOOL 
28 – Winter Market 

 

December 
8 – OCC Meeting 6:30 pm 

11 – Early Release 

12 – Picture Retakes/Make Ups  

21 – Jan 1 – Winter Break 



 

 

Lincoln Options Opus November 2015 

2 

Friday, November 13th, from 9-12 (This will 
be during the school day) 
 
Saturday, November 14th, from 10-2 
Please bring a dish to share, gloves, be 
dressed for the weather. 
 
We will be sheet mulching our outdoor beds, 
and getting the garden ready for winter.  
Please come if you can.  We can use some 
more cardboard, especially large pieces with 
no tape; furniture stores are a good source. 

Garden Work Parties 
 
By Paul Rocks 

Follow me to Page 3 
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(Continued from page 2) 
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If you are 
interested in 
helping out in the 
clothing sale next 
fall, send me an 
email now and I 
will contact you 
next year when all 
the fun begins 
again! 

Used Clothing Sale 
a Success! 

Big thanks to everyone who helped out this year with the 
Children's Clothing sale.  We made close to $750 in three and 
a half days.  Whether you donated, sorted, set up, sold, helped 
pack up, shopped or all of the above, your help made a big 
difference.  The money we made supports the programs that 
make our school amazing.  Unsold clothes are sorted into 
"winter" and "summer".  The winter clothes go to an organization 
that supports tribal members in need.  The summer clothes go to 
our sister school in Nicaragua, Ruben Dario.  All of your 
donations help us give back to our greater community.  Many 
thanks! 
 
Don't worry if you still have clothes that you didn't quite get to 
bring in-- collection barrels will go out again in spring, when the 
weather turns (usually April or May). 
 
Jeanne Murdock-Zvonchenko, bean369@comcast.net 

Your gift makes more learning activities available to more children. Support 
Lincoln Options with a tax-deductible donation. Any amount is helpful. 
 

• Send a check to the office 213 21st Ave SE, Olympia 98501 
• Donate online at: www.lincolnoptions.org/fundraising 
• Give through the Combined Fund Drive (Options CC 315737) 

 

Contact DaniMadrone@gmail.com for more info 

Lincoln Options 

Support the 
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Meet Angie Kelly 

Washington 
Reading Corps 
The mission of the 
Washington Reading Corps 
(WRC) is to improve 
reading abilities of K-6 
students across 
Washington state. This is 
achieved through research-
based tutoring of 
struggling readers and 
effective collaborations 
among schools, families, 
community members, 
National Service, 
businesses and state 
partners. 

Hello Lincoln Community, 
 
My name is Angie Kelly, and I am proud to be serving for a second year as a Washington Reading 
Corps member at Lincoln. I am a parent of three kids, a Lincoln alum, Ashley who is doing a work 
study position at Lincoln this year, Jayvyn who is in Andrea’s class, and Willa who is in Beth’s 
class.  
 
The Options Program has been an important part of my family, and one of the things I value most 
is the open invitation to bring our unique gifts to share and participate in this amazing community. I 
am delighted to continue to work with students at Lincoln this year by promoting literacy to 
encourage a life-long love of learning! 
 
Happy Reading! 
Angie Kelly 
akelly@osd.wednet.edu 
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Last year, the staff developed a 3-5 year plan that follows a 
Foundation Flow Chart of the Options Program (it is a the 
big poster that hangs in many classrooms at Lincoln). This 
flow chart includes the Philosophy, Outcomes and 
Indicators, Thinking Skills and Behaviors, and the 3 year 
cycle School-wide Theme. It captures the essence of the 
Options Program. We want the Foundation Flow Chart to 
be a living document…and since we have many new staff 
we wanted to dedicate Staff Development hours to these 
foundational elements identified in the chart. 
  
The morning of the In-service Day was spent at Lincoln 
where we focused on Thinking Skills and Behaviors. Many 
years ago, Nancy Skerrit, Tahoma School District 
Superintendent, trained us in this methodology. Many of 
the teachers who attended those trainings have now 
retired. On Friday, Steve Cifka, retired Lincoln teacher, 
brought this training back to us.  The Thinking Skills come 
with graphic organizers that make each skill clear and 
straightforward to teach. We also looked at how to weave 
these skills into thematic units and  core subjects in the 
daily lives of children. The Thinking Behaviors are 
dispositions toward behaving intelligently when 
confronted with problems. We were all very inspired and 
eager to re-enliven this work.  
 
The afternoon was then spent learning about the new 
District report card.  This report card is standards-based.  
It comes with a handbook for teachers and a guide for 
families. Report cards will go home at the end of January 
and at the end of the school year. The report card 
committee will send a survey to teachers and families in 
February. I hope you take the time to complete the survey 
and give feedback as to how valuable the new report card 
is in giving you information of where your child is at 
academically and socially.   
 
 

What did we do on Oct 
16, our in-service day? 
 
By Marcela Abadi 
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Tutoring 
 
By Jennifer Meyer (After School Tutoring Director) 

The Lutheran Church of The Good Shepherd is offering an 
After School Tutoring Program (ASTP). They currently serve 
students from Reeves and Washington middle schools. They 
have served in this community for over 23 years and have a 
great relationship with the school district. Their enrollment 
this year is very low and need students in order to keep their 
doors open. Pioneer Elementary Psychologist, Cecelia 
Hernandez inquired about the program and they have two fifth 
graders who are interested in signing up. So, they have 
decided to open the program to 5th grade students attending 
schools Washington and Reeves middle school. 
 
Here are the details: 
 

~~Monday/Wednesday session is open to 5th and 6th graders. 
 

~~The program runs after school and they provide a snack, 
some activity time and individualized tutoring. 
 

~~Their screened volunteers, who undergo reference and 
background checks, work with students helping with 
homework completion and skill building activities. 
 

~~~The program is held at our church at 1601 North Street SE, 
Olympia WA 98501 (across from the Olympia H S soccer 
fields). 
 

~~~Parents must arrange for their own transportation to and 
from the program. 
 

~~~~Students must be picked up between 5 and 5:30, unless 
otherwise arranged. 
 

~~ The program begins November 16 and parents must 
complete the application and interview processes prior to 
their child attending. 
 

If you are interested pick up an application in the office at 
Lincoln. You can also contact Jennifer Meyer (After School 
Tutoring Program Director), Office: 360~357~3554 ext. 108 
Fax: 360~357~6828 or by email Jennifer Meyer 
<Jennifer@gsolympia.org>. 
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Hello, Families! This year, once again, the bake sale at the Winter Market 
(Saturday, November 28) will be helping send our fifth graders to Camp 
CISPUS, a three-day trip focused on environmental learning. It's a big deal, 
something the kids look forward to for years. We would love your help 
supporting our oldest students! To help, you can: 
 
- Donate baked goods - sweet or savory; gluten-free items are especially 
welcome! Drop them off by 10:30 the morning of the market, or arrange a time 
to drop them off with me. 
 
- Help staff the table. I'm hoping most the slots will be filled by our fifth 
graders but would love parent support as well. Shifts are 90 minutes long, 
starting at 8:30am and ending at 6pm. We especially need help breaking down 
and distributing unsold goods, from 5-6 p.m. 
 
- Loan us a French press, large coffee maker, electric kettle, a cooler, or a 
crock pot for the day, or donate a jug of apple cider, packets of hot cocoa, or 
tea bags.  
  
To sign up, please contact me Cassandra Garcia at olicato@gmail.com or 608-
358-7450 (feel free to send me a text). Thank you! 

Winter Market Bake Sale 

Thank you Brad Hubbard for donating the 
time and heavy machinery to move the big 
stones (in courtyard)!!!! 
 
Stones courtesy of Trilliumconstruction. 

Thank you Brad! 
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Safety Notes 
 
By Marcel Abadi, Principal 

School	safety	is	our	number	one	priority	in	the	Olympia	School	District	
and	at	Lincoln	Options	Elementary	School.		Here	are	key	points:	

• Our	staff	regularly	talks	with	our	students	about	safety	
procedures	and	practice	drills	monthly.	Drills	include	fire,	
earthquake,	shelter	in	place	and	lockdown.	We	practice	each	of	
these	once	a	month.	

• All	staff	members	have	been	trained	in	how	to	respond	in	the	
event	of	an	emergency,	including	a	lockdown.		Any	staff	member	
can	initiate	a	lockdown	if	there	is	a	threatening	situation.			

• All	exterior	doors	are	locked	all	day;	except	for	the	front	door	
and	the	main	door	to	the	playground	are	the	only	access	points	
that	are	open.		In	addition,	each	classroom	has	a	safety	latch	that	
can	be	flipped	to	close	and	lock	the	door.	

• In	the	event	of	a	major	emergency,	staff	are	assigned	specific	
roles	in	order	to	support	our	students	until	emergency	personnel	
arrive.		

• Families	and	their	identified	emergency	contacts	will	be	notified	
of	emergencies	via	the	automated	School	Messenger	phone	calls,	
emails,	social	media	and	our	school/district	website.				

• If	directed	by	law	enforcement	to	evacuate	our	campus,	families	
will	be	notified	of	the	reunification	site	via	the	above	
communication	routes.			

• The	Lutheran	Church	of	The	Good	Shepherd	and	St	John’s	
Episcopal	Church	serve	as	our	primary	reunification	sites.		The	
secondary	site	will	be	the	Knox	building	on	1113	Legion	way.	
Please	see	the	map	on	the	back	of	this	letter.	

• School	personnel	will	release	students	to	parents	and	identified	
emergency	contacts	only	after	that	person	has	checked	in	at	the	
Reunification	station	and	the	proper	Emergency	Release	form	
has	been	signed.		We	understand	that	families	will	want	to	see	
their	child	immediately	and	we	ask	that	for	safety	reasons	
everyone	follow	the	outlined	procedure	for	reunification.	

If	you	have	any	questions	about	school	safety,	please	do	not	hesitate	
to	contact	me.	
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5th Annual 
Lincoln 
Winter 
Market 

Are	you	interested	in	vending	at	the	Winter	Market	this	year?	Now	is	the	time	
to	apply	and	start	creating.		
	
The	market	will	be	on	Saturday	November	28th	11am	to	5pm.		A	three-foot	
table	space	for	Lincoln	Students	is	$5	and	bigger	spaces	for	Lincoln	
parents/families	are	$35.			
	
Applications	are	available	at	http://form.jotform.us/form/52686585194167.			
	
You	can	also	find	the	link	on	the	Lincoln	Winter	Market	Facebook	
page.	Application	are	due	before	October	25th	so	don’t	delay!	If	you	don’t	
have	computer	access	or	want	to	volunteer	call	Tina	at	360-451-6238 

A Day To Celebrate Handmade Creativity! 
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Engineering Design Process 
 
By Paul Rocks 

Humans love to build, we love to tinker, create and solve problems.  This is essentially what 
engineers do; they solve problems.  The process that adult engineers work with is very similar 
to the process that kids engage with every day when building with blocks, creating with Legos 
or playing in a natural environment.  We can help students develop their thinking around 
engineering by intentionally teaching this process. 
 

The Engineering Design Process (EDC) is a series of steps that engineers use to solve 
problems.  Because the EDC is cyclical, students can start at anyone of the steps and can move 
in any direction.   
 

In class we often start with a teacher-initiated problem, we first ask, what’s the problem, then 
we spend time imagining/brainstorming solutions, next we make a plan (usually a quick 
drawing), now we are ready to create.  The forth step often requires students to test, evaluate, 
and redesign their plan, we always leave time for sharing. 
 

Recently some classes worked on the Spaghetti Tower Challenge.  Groups were given the 
challenge of designing and building a spaghetti tower that would hold an egg for thirty 
seconds.  They were allowed to use twenty-five pieces of spaghetti, four big 
marshmallows, and ten small marshmallows. 
 

We have a population of creative engineers with lots of ideas of how to solve 
problems.  It’s always a pleasure to see the variety of solutions they develop.  

Follow me to Page 10 
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(Continued from page 9) 
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(Clockwise) 

 
Making pumpkin pies in Caron's class 

Fred the giant pumpkin 

Michael's class adopts a parsnip 

Maribeth teaching pruning skills 

All photos by Paul Rocks 
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(Left to Right, Top to Bottom) 

 
Building Steve shelves 

Fairy cups 

Carrot harvest 

Salmon dissection in 
Beth’s class 

More fairy cups 

All photos by Paul Rocks 
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Our Kids’ Vote 
 
By the Playground Committee 

Our kids took 4 votes this fall to give their input into 
possible new playground equipment from Landscape 
Structures. They voted between 3 choices in 4 different 
categories: a SPINNER, CLIMBER, OVERHEAD 
EQUIPMENT, and a COLOR PALETTE.  Below are the 
winners from each category. We’ll have more information 
coming soon on how you can help these votes become 
reality. 

Boogie Board 
Evos Helix Net Climber 

Evos Overhead Trekker Playground 
Ladder 

Palette D 



 

 

  

It’s our Opus. 
If you have an item for the 
Opus, please forward it to  

Sarah Clifthorne at 
opuseditor@gmail.com.  The 
deadline for submissions is 

the 15th of each month for the 
next month’s issue.  

Questions?  Feedback?  
Suggestions for 

improvements?  Contact us 
via email.  Thanks! 
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Dates to Remember 
 
Used Book Sale – Nov. 7 & 8 

No School – Nov 11 

Picture Retakes/Makeups – Nov 12 

Early Release – Nov 13 

Thanksgiving Break – Nov 26 & 27 

Winter Market – Nov. 28 
 


