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Calendar 
May 
 

5-9 - Staff Appreciation Week 
6 - Full Day Kindergarten Info        
     Night 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
7 - District Late Start, No AM bus 
9 - Early Release, 12:32 dismissal 
13 - OCC Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
14 - Full Day Kindergarten Info  
       Night 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
14-16 Cispus Outdoor Camp 
19-23 - Volunteer Appreciation  
            Week 
23 - Early Release @ 12:32 p.m. 
26 - Memorial Day, No School 
27 - OCC Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
30 - Camp Elderberry 
 
June 
4 - District Late Start, No AM bus 
6 - Early Release, 12:32 dismissal 
10 - OCC Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
12 - LAST DAY OF SCHOOL! 
       11:45 p.m. dismissal 
 

Lincoln Plant Sale  
Support our garden program by purchasing locally 
grown starts. This year local farmer Dave Goff, a mover 
and shaker, is helping us with the sale! Hold off on 
buying any tomatoes, peppers, basil, pumpkins and 
flowers until Saturday, June 7th. Look to classroom 
newsletters and the Options website for more 
information on how to preorder any of the above plants. 
You can pick up preorders the day of the sale or at an 
arranged time.  
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Here + front page:  
Earth Day efforts in  
and near the Lincoln 
Options Garden 

Dear Lincoln Community, 
 

Another auction is behind us and we can all be so happy with our great success! This year 
the auction raised close to $25,000!  There were so many cool donations this year, from trips 
and lessons to art and eating out.  Really, there was something for everyone.  The class 
projects were absolutely inspired!  Every year this amazing community event draws together 
hundreds of people to raise funding for the programs that make Lincoln Options your choice 
for your child.  The event helps fund the organic garden, wetlands, Spanish program and so 
many of the special events we all enjoy throughout the year.   
    

Thank you to all of the folks who helped before, during and after the event, and to all the 
businesses and individuals that donated items for auction.  Planning for the 2015 auction 
begins in earnest during the fall, so if you can find some time to help out the committee there 
is always room for you.  Please feel free to email Jeannine Kempees at kempeesj@yahoo.com 
and volunteer now for 2015.  It is a lot of fun and an important way to support out school.  
   

Sincerely from your Auction Chair,   
Jeannine Kempees 
 
 

Your Options Community Council still has open positions for the 2014-2015 school year.  
We’re looking for a President, Treasurer, Fundraising Co-Chair, Spanish Chair and Opus 
Editor.  Contact Rob at robert.campbelljr@gmail.com with questions or to jump at the  
chance to participate! 

2014 Auction Success 
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Thank you to all who turned in forms and signed up to lead 
activities or help in other ways at Camp Elderberry. We are 
fine-tuning the many activities offered at Camp Elderberry 
this year, and we appreciate all of your enthusiasm.   
 

Forms for leading activities were due back Friday, April 25, 
but it’s not too late to sign-up for help in other areas.  
(More forms are on the Camp Elderberry Bulletin Board or 
contact Annie Maclay at anniemaclay@gmail.com and she 
will email/kid mail you a copy.) 
 

We are still looking for people to fill the following roles: 
 

• Recycling/Garbage/Compost Co-Coordinator 
• Alumni Coordinator shadow 
• Saturday Morning Cleanup Co-Coordinators 
• Lots of Potluck Crew members for setup  

+ clean up 
• Parking crew members for a.m. and p.m.  
• ETC.! 

 

Please contact Jill Lieseke at jilllieseke@yahoo.com or 
call/text 561-4154 for more information on these positions. 
 

You should have already received, via Kid Mail, the large 
Permission Packet.  This packet must be completed and 
back at school no later than Friday, May 9.  A lot is 
done with the information inside this packet, so we are 
more prepared the sooner we get it back.  If you lose your 
form, or if it never arrived via kid mail, we will be posting 
them to the Options website: lincoln.osd.wednet.edu.  There 
will also be additional copies in the office and on the Camp 
Elderberry Bulletin Board. 
 

If you are a new Lincoln family and have questions about 
Camp Elderberry, please don't hesitate to email, call or text 
Jill Lieseke or Annie Maclay. 
 

Lastly, check out the Camp Elderberry Bulletin Board in 
the hall outside the office.  You will see many photos and 
maps, an overview of the day and all the forms that have 
been sent home.    
 

Again, please contact us anytime with any questions you 
may have: jilllieseke@yahoo.com, 360-561-4154. 
 

Camp Elderberry Countdown 
May 30, 2014 

Mark your calendars for 
Fifth Grade Outdoor 
School!  Our fifth grade 
students will be attending 
Outdoor School at the 
Cispus Environmental 
Center in Randle, 
Washington, May 14-
16.  This will be a 
Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday trip.  The 
Center has been 
developed specifically for 
students' environmental 
studies and has excellent 
facilities for both study 
and research.  The cost is 
$150.00 per student.  If 
you need to make 
payments, please notify 
Wendy in the office to set 
up a payment plan.   If 
your student needs to 
take a prescription or 
over-the-counter 
medication, the medicine 
and doctor’s permission 
form must be at school by 
Friday, May 2nd. 

5th Grade Camp 
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Choir Hits the Road 
by Michael Dempster 

The Lincoln Options Choir is having a busy few weeks.  We just returned from a successful 
engagement, singing for seniors at The Firs retirement community in Lacey.  One resident 
said it was the best show they've had all year!  Part of what so pleases the elderly audience 
is that our choir members go out and introduce themselves to the residents and chat with 
them after the songs. 

 
  

By now the choir will have 
pulled off a first for our 
school, performing at 
Olympia's favorite fair-trade 
cafe, Traditions, on Art 
Walk Friday.  And on April 
29th, they entertained the 
whole school at the weekly 
assembly, collaborating with 
the Parent Band on the last 
song. 
  

 
Thanks to all the children 
who've worked so hard for 
months, missing much-
cherished recess time for the 

sake of music.  These kids love to sing!   
  

We extend a big thanks to Paulette Frisina for help throughout the choir season with music 
and logistics, and 
to the parents 
who've driven us to 
gigs!  Thanks also 
to  families, for 
supporting these 
developing young 
musicians.  They 
sound great! 



 

 

Lincoln Options Opus May 2014 

 

5

Last October I attended a 
science conference in 
Portland. One of the 
workshops focused on school 
gardens and instructor asked 
each of the participants to 
describe our garden.  As 
humbly as possible I said that 
our garden is twenty years 
old, it has administrator 
support, parents manage it, 
and we grow food for the 
Thurston County Food Bank 
and our cafeteria.  I then 
explained our Harvest 
Festival; our students grow, 
harvest and cook food to feed 
five hundred people. When I was done sharing every educator in the room was looking at me 
with open mouths and wide eyes.  This experience was a reminder that what we have at 
Lincoln is unique, and what we have didn’t come by accident. Twenty years ago the Olympia 
School District had to decide whether to remodel Lincoln or tear the building down. They were 
strongly persuaded to keep this old building, and during the remodeling process the school sat 
vacant for a year. That spring of 1994 a parent, Susan Mosier, gathered some friends and 
teachers and planned the Lincoln garden. Even though the people have changed, and how we 

manage the garden has 
changed, the mission is the 
same. The  Lincoln Garden is a 
living laboratory.  
 

To celebrate Earth Day we did 
a day of service.  Classes went 
to the Capitol Campus to plant 
food for the Thurston County 
Food Bank, a new grove of 
trees were planted near the 
tennis courts, weeds were 
pulled, manure spread and 
seeds started.  For me the 
garden goes beyond a place to 
grow food; it’s a place that 
connects us to the Earth.  It 
provides us a piece of land to 
care for. 
 

Earth Day and the Lincoln Garden 
by Paul Rocks 
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Several conversations with parents recently have inclined me to comment on what seems a 
handicap that we may inadvertently  impose on children. 
  

The modern world is full of both great beauty and great pain.  Injustice, environmental 
degradation, exploitation, extinctions, scandalous behavior, greed… These failures cry out for 
redress, and many adults recognize this and earnestly work to make the world a better place.   
  

I would like to argue here that there is one particular way in which we should NOT respond 
to the urgency of fixing the world; we should resist the temptation to enlist our children too 
early into the good fight. 
  

Among other things, the work of children is to accumulate little victories, like the challenge 
of tying shoes, developing skills with language and the arts, learning to read, write, and 
compute, navigating their expanding sense of place and playing well with others.  With care 
and good fortune, a sense of, "I fit in here!" and "I can do this!" accumulates within.   
  

If they move 
along this path 
in a place 
where 
fairness, 
justice, 
compassion, 
and patience 
are modeled, 
taught and 
practiced, they 
are grounded 
in good stuff.   
 
  

At our school 
we add to this 
good stuff by 
holding the 
world of nature 
close.  Coming 
to school 
shouldn't mean leaving the riches of nature behind.  We aim to help kids fall more deeply in 
love with the beauty of this lovely planet by supporting their intimate connection with it.  
 

Continued on next page… 
  

Carry That Weight 
by Michael Dempster 
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As these children grow to be adults, we intend that they take with them a sense of 
comfortably belonging to something good, and a feeling of agency, that they are capable of 
working to make good things happen.  These people can become the advocates the planet 
needs, with a mix of grounded comfort, enthusiasm and capability, for making the world a 
better place. 
  

I worry that this process of trying to help the young feel safe, comfortable, connected and 
capable is jeopardized by placing on them too soon the burden of grieving and struggling 
against some of the painful features of life in our times.  How soon is too soon?  That's a good 
question, the answer specific to each child.  But I'd argue that the healthy growth of children 
in the primary grades is not served by feeding them stories of the slaughter of whales, 
corruption in politics and the destruction of rain forests.    
  

Someone said that some are moved to act because of what they love, and some by what they 
hate.  The actions taken may be similar; the difference may be in the emotional wellness of 
the actors.  I prefer we give the young lots to love, and go easy on the hate. 
  

There is often a passion for righting wrongs and moving toward ideals that flowers in 
adolescence and young adulthood.  Let us keep these younger seedlings warm and safe in a 
good growing medium, and gently foster the strength and integrity they'll need as they move 
out from under our care.  Let the little hearts grow. 
 

Fun in the garden 

Carry That Weight, continued 


