
 
 

Highlights in this Issue 
 

Message from Marcela: Staffing   Page 2 
Summer Reading Suggestions   Page 3 
Cispus 2014      Page 4 
Council + Volunteer Appreciation  Page 5 
Options Community Council Message,  
 Summer Saviors + Camp Fire Club Page 6 
 
 

Lincoln Options 

Opus 
A community dedicated 

to learning, kindness  
& celebration! 

June 2014 

Calendar 
June 
 

4 - District Late Start, No AM bus 
6 - Early Release, 12:32 dismissal 
10 - OCC Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
12 - LAST DAY OF SCHOOL! 
       11:45 p.m. dismissal 
 

 
 
 
 
Have a safe, happy 
and fun summer.  
We’ll see you in 
September! 
 

Lincoln Plant Sale  
 

Support our garden program by 
purchasing locally grown starts. This year 
local farmer Dave Goff, a mover and  
shaker, is helping us with the sale!  
Join us on Saturday, June 7th from 9-2.  
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Here + front page:  
5th graders on their way 
to adventure 

 

As you all know, Lynn Semega is retiring after 16 years of dedication to children and 
families through holistic, developmental education in the Options program and beyond. 
Though Caron Stehr expressed interest in moving to the K-1 position, district hiring 
procedures required the position to be posted for teachers in the district with full-time 
contracts. Jill Terry applied and has been hired to take Lynn’s K-1 class. Jill is very excited 
to come to Lincoln and be part of the Options philosophy and community. Her nephew and 
niece attended Lincoln Options during their elementary years.  
 

Another big change is that Michi will be leaving Lincoln Options at the end of this year 
after 23 years to pursue her passions in new directions. She is committed to staying 
involved with the Options community at a different level. If you are interested in 
participating in the hiring committee, please contact Marcela at 596-6405.  
 

Both Michi and Lynn have contributed so much to the Options program and we are deeply 
appreciative of the time and gifts they have shared with all of us-- children, families, staff 
and volunteers. They have nourished and nurtured all of us as we have learned, grown, 
celebrated, grappled with questions and challenges large and small and formed life-long 
relationships in community. Michi and Lynn have been foundation stones of our Options 
program, creating, supporting and protecting the educational philosophy and sustainable 
community that makes us unique. They will be sorely missed, and their contributions will 
be with us always.  
 

Please join us in embracing these changes and committing to support all staff as we grow, 
change and deepen our passion for the Options program and alternative education.  
 
 

Message from Marcela: Lincoln Staffing News 
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Visit Timberland Regional Library (trl.org) for extensive book lists for kids, including 
recommended NONFICTION titles… Check out Great Reads. Below are Donna’s Picks 
for fiction titles to consider. Call me, any time, for book help (561-3266).   
Happy Reading Summer! 

Summer Reading: So Many Books, So Much Time  

Chapter Book Read Alouds for K-3 
 

Berta – Barker-Lottridge 
Birdbrain Amos – Delaney 
Catwing Series – LeGuin 
Charlotte’s Web – White 
Clementine Series – Pennypacker 
A Cricket in Time Square – Selden  
Dragon Rider – Funke 
Emmaline and the Bunny – Hannigan 
Encyclopedia Brown – Sobol 
The Faraway Tree – Blyton 
My Father’s Dragon Series – Gannett 
Frindle – Clements 
George’s Secret Key to the Universe – Hawking 
Half Magic – Eager 
Henry Huggins Series – Cleary 
Humphrey Series – Birney 
James and the Giant Peach – Dahl 
Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher – Colville 
Just Grace Series – Harper 
The Last of the Really Great Whangdoodles – 
Edwards 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe – 
Lewis 
Martin’s Mice – King-Smith 
Mr. Popper’s Penguins – Atwater 
No Flying in the House – Brock 
The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane – 
DiCamillo 
Park Pal Adventure Series (Pee Wee & Plush) 
– Hurwitz 
Ralph S. Mouse Series – Cleary 
Ramona Series – Cleary 
The Penderwicks Series – Birdsall 
The Puppy Sister – Hinton 
Ruby Holler – Creech 
The Search for Delicious – Babbitt 
Sisters Grimm Series – Buckley 
Spiderwick Chronicles – Black 
Stuart Little – White 
Swallows and Amazons Series – Ransome 
The Tale of Despereaux – DiCamillo 
Toys Go Out – Jenkins 
The Trumpet of the Swan – White 
Tumtum & Nutmeg Series – Bearn 
The Year of Billy Miller – Henke 

Chapter Book Reads/Alouds for 3-5 
 

Because of Winn Dixie – DiCamillo 
Bread and Roses, Too – Paterson 
The Conch Bearer – Divakaruni 
Cosmic – Cottrell-Boyce 
Dead End in Norvelt Series – Gantos 
Deep, Dark and Dangerous – Haddix 
East – Pattou 
Every Soul a Star – Mass 
The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate – Kelly 
Found Series – Haddix 
The Graveyard Book – Gaiman 
Holes Series – Sacher 
Hoot Series – Hiaasen 
Island of the Aunts – Ibbotson 
The Inheritance Cycle Series (Eragon) – Paolini 
Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life – Mass 
Journey to the River Sea – Ibbotson 
Mr. and Mrs. Bunny: Detective Extraordinaire –
Horvath          
The Mysterious Benedict Society Series – Stewart 
Navigating Early – Vanderpool 
No Talking – Clements 
One Crazy Summer – Williams-Garcia 
The One and Only Ivan – Applegate 
Otto and the Flying Twins (Karmidee Series) – 
Haptie 
Out of My Mind – Draper 
The Outsiders – Hinton 
Percy Jackson Series – Riordan 
Powerless Series – Cody 
Ranger’s Apprentice Series – Flanagan 
Remarkable – Foley 
Savvy Series – Law 
Sixty-Eight Rooms – Malone 
The Road to Paris – Grimes 
Things Not Seen – Clements 
The True Blue Scouts of Sugar Man Swamp – Appelt 
Twerp – Goldblath 
The View from Saturday – Konigsburg 
The Wednesday Wars – Schmidt 
Where the Mountain Meets the Moon – Lin 
Wildwood Series – Melot 
Wonder – Palacio 
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Hiking at Cispus 

Cispus 2014  
by Paul Rocks 

A long-standing tradition in the Olympia School District is to provide 5th grade students 
with an outdoor educational experience.  Camp Cispus is the backdrop for this event-- 
simply known as Cispus-- which sits along the Cispus River, just south of Randle 
Washington, deep in the Gifford Pinchot National Forest.   
 

For our 5th grade students, this trip is a big deal.  They leave home for three days and two 
nights.  We sleep in cabins, participate in campfire programs, sing, hike to the iconic Angel 
Falls, learn to build fires, spend time exploring the river environment, take part in a 
challenge course, and learn about astronomy, plants and much more. 
 

At Lincoln, we use Cispus as a way to talk about rites of passage.  Leaving home allows our 
students to meet new people, take risks and challenge themselves in new ways.  
 

Our 5th graders are going through a transition; they will be leaving us, to enter the larger 
world of middle school and beyond.  Cispus is a time for personal growth, to take bigger 
steps at being independent, to be kinder and more responsible.    
 

After watching these kids engage in the real world, it is easy to predict they are going to be 
amazing adults! 
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I would like to acknowledge Council members who have served and 
contributed for the last two years and will be handing off their positions to 
someone new, perhaps one of you:  
 

President: Rob Campbell has served as a president for the past two years. Always 
connected, involved and available, Rob ran meetings efficiently and productively. Thank 
you for your leadership. We now welcome Jess Revelas as our new president! Thank 
you, Jess, for your courage and enthusiasm in taking this position.  
 

Co-Treasurers: Brian Crain and Angel Cruz have deposited and reimbursed funds, 
given budget reports to Council and to teachers, written proposals for how to improve 
record keeping and most importantly they have done all of this in a cheerful and calm 
way. We are still looking for someone to fill the Treasurer or Co-Treasurer positions.  
 

Fundraising Chair: Amy Brockman stepped up to this position with such grace! 
Always creative, bringing new ides to Council and, most importantly, Amy was always 
honest and straightforward in her communications. Thank you, Amy, for your 
leadership! We welcome Cate Pellicier as the fundraising chair and Rob Campbell, 
who will lead the pledge drive. Thank you both for so enthusiastically taking on this 
critical and BIG work.  
 

Communications Co-Chairs: Melissa Minjares and Beth Wilson.  Melissa attended 
all Council meetings, and worked diligently to facilitate smooth, thorough 
communications on many levels. Thank you, Melissa, for your creativity and countless 
hours of communicating! Beth Wilson produced the school directory (in record time), 
published our monthly Opus and managed our website, constantly working to create 
communications systems and processes that are more efficient and effective. Thank you, 
Beth, for always going above and beyond and for sharing your amazing skills! We are 
still looking for someone to fill the Communications Chair. Interested? Thank you 
Sarah Clifthorne for taking on the OPUS editor position with enthusiasm and gusto!  
 

Enrollment Coordinator: Juliet Rosser coordinated enrollment recruitment, 
information nights, visitation week, Lottery and Full-Day K payments and information 
meetings.  We welcome Molly and Curt Gavigan who have been working with Juliet 
this year and will carry on into 2014-15. Thank you for taking up this work with such 
skill and good humor.  
 

Camp Elderberry: What can we say? This is an amazing day and experience and it 
takes a whole team to coordinate. Fortunately, our current Elderberry Coordinators 
Extraordinaire still have one more year with us (their children will be graduating); they 
would like to have a new team come on board to shadow them throughout next year in 
training to pick it up in 2015-16. Please consider stepping up.  
 

External Affairs: James Schneider attended bi-monthly Olympia School Board 
meetings and reported to the council or me. We need to be visible as an alternative 
school! Thank you to Teresa Winstead for being liaison between Options and the 
district!  
 

Resource Chair: Bradly Narragon welcomed you to the potlucks in August, and 
gathered and processed Parent Volunteer Information Forms. Thank you, Bradley, for 
your gentle leadership. This position is still open and the fun part is that you get to 
meet every parent in the fall… Interested?  
 

Garden Chair: Aaron Colby wrote and received a grant, coordinated and facilitated 
obtaining our beautiful garden gate and represented our Garden Committee. We are 
still looking for someone to fill this position… Interested?  
 

Spanish Chair: This position was not filled this year. However, Karen Lacey 
Roberts has stepped up enthusiastically. Thank you for your courage and leadership!  
 

Goodbyes, Hellos + an Invitation  
to Participate by Marcela Abadi 

In addition to two year 
positions, there are one 
year positions:  
 

2013-2014 Classroom 
Representatives: Thank 
you for representing the 
classroom, the students, 
the teacher and attending 
Council meetings twice a 
month. Your commitment 
to alternative education is 
deeply appreciated:  
Jess Revelas, RJ Widrow, 
Nancy Darling, Leigh 
Archbold, De Richardson, 
Beth Sutch, Maddy 
Thompson, Clare 
Langdon, Arwen Bouton, 
Sue Cierebiej, Vanessa 
Walter, Frannie Reed  
 

Garden Representatives, 
Duck + Chicken Care 
Takers: Thank you so 
much for your time, 
passion and dedication not 
only to growing fruits and 
vegetables for us but also 
for the Food Bank. 
Because of you, children 
can visit and work in the 
garden more often. Much 
gratitude to:  
Liam Kapplan, Sarah 
Wiley, Angie Fritz, Katie + 
Brian Stoll, Christopher 
Gerber,  Dhyana 
Fernandez, Ellen Turner, 
Eric Zvonchenko, Erica 
Conrad, Paulette Frisisna, 
Graham Wilding, James 
Bass, J.T. Scott, Jodi 
Dubois, John Gobel, 
Rachel Floyd, Heather + 
Tim McLeod, Shawn 
Harris, Simon Green, Nick 
Terry, Rachel Uberman, 
Nicole Garden, Robin 
Ward, Sara Gomez, Noel 
Lieskie, Suzanne Wenner, 
Katina Dispenza, Kat 
Grey, Lisa Wolf, Melissa 
Pettit, Matt + Megan 
Conklin, Carolina Widrow, 
Wendy Brown, Chris 
Mjolsens, Anne Szvetecz, 
Kaylene Smith, Tracey 
Tople, Rick Scriver 
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Do you like to play in the dirt? Every summer dozens of 
Options Families help care for our garden. Four families 
per week can share the fun! We will show you how to 
check the irrigation, water if necessary, weed, harvest and 
enjoy our amazing Lincoln Garden for a week this 
summer. Come enjoy the peace, beauty and community 
that gathers around our lovely piece of earth. Join us for a 
garden party at the end of the summer. There are some 
other sweet perks too... Interest piqued?  
 
Shifts begin on Monday and end on Sunday.  The sign-up 
sheet is located at the garden bulletin board across from 
the office.  
 
Questions? Talk to Paulette Frisina 
frisinafamily@gmail.com or (360)880-1106.  
 

Enjoy the Bounty… 
Be a Summer Savior! 

Dear Lincoln Community, 
 
It has been my pleasure to 
serve as President of the 
OCC for the last two 
years. It is only with 
absolutely 
overwhelming energy 
and support from the 
community that I 
survived. The 
camaraderie of the 
council, the energy of the 
staff, volunteers and 
supporters, and of course 
the enthusiasm and 
creativity of our whole 
community are special, 
unique, and vital in 
education and I am proud 
to have contributed a 
small piece to the 
masterpiece that is 
Lincoln Options. 
 
In the spirit of Learning, 
Kindness and 
Celebration, 
 
Rob Campbell    
 

OCC President 
Farewell 

        Lincoln Camp Fire Club 
 

The Camp Fire club for Lincoln families welcomes new 
members for the 2014-2015 school year!  This club 
meets once a week on a weeknight, and is open to 
Lincoln kids and their siblings - ages preschool through 
5th grade.  If you are interested in joining, summer 
would be a great time!  For more information, contact 
Christa Richardson - 360-870-5514 v/txt or 
deandchrista@yahoo.com, or Camp Fire Orca –  
253-597-6234 or kbouta@campfireorca.org. 

Lost & Found 
 

The end of the year is rapidly approaching and Lost & 
Found is once again overflowing! Please take the time to 
check for items that belong to your family.  All 
unclaimed items will be donated on Friday, June 16th. 
 


